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Preparation
Prelude  |  Minuet in E-flat  |  G. F. Handel 

Words of Welcome  |  Lewis Galloway

Chiming of the Trinity

Adoration
Choral Call to Worship  |  Williams  |  ed. Young

This is the day that the Lord hath made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Let 
us rejoice. Amen!

+Hymn No. 81  |  “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”  |  AUSTRIAN HYMN 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026    |  ORDER OF WORSHIP

+ Please stand if you are able	

Confession
Call to Confession  |  Lucy Baum    

Prayer of Confession    

Gracious Lord, Creator of all time and space, we give you thanks for the gift of our lives. We confess 
that we have often wasted time on idle pursuits, selfish indulgences, and harmful activities. Forgive 
us, Lord, for squandering the gift of time by chasing distractions, ignoring our neighbors, and 
misusing your gifts. Teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Loving God, 
help us to see every moment of life as a holy gift to be used for the good of others and for the work 
of your Kingdom.  

Assurance of Pardon

Friends, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

+Response to Pardon  |  GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Time with Children
Children ages 3 through first grade may leave for First Church. They will return to the Sanctuary during the 
last hymn. Older children are encouraged to stay and worship with their families.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination   

Scripture  |  Exodus 20:1-17  |  pew Bible p. 66
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have 
no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. 
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children 
for the iniquity of parents to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Welcome!
Scan to fill 
out our Virtual 
Connect Card 
to help us get 

to know you.

Prayer Request
Scan to submit 
a confidential 
prayer request.



+ Please stand if you are able

Response
+Affirmation of Faith  |  Apostles’ Creed  |  Anna Dickson

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Ways to Give
In Person
Place your gift in the 
offering plate during 
Presentation of Tithes 
and Offering

Give Online
fpc.tiny.us/give

Text to Give
Text “givetofpc” 
to 73256

Venmo
@FirstPresofCharlotte

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the 
Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and 
do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you 
shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female 
slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the 
seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem  |  “Hear My Prayer”  |  Moses Hogan

O Lord, please hear my prayer in the mornin’ when I rise.  It’s your servant bound for glory.  O dear Lord, please 
hear my prayer.  O Lord, please hear my prayer.  Keep me safe within your arms.  It’s your servant bound for 
glory.  O dear Lord, please hear my prayer. When my work on earth is done and you come to take me home, 
just to know I’m bound for glory, and to hear you say well done.  Done with sin and sorrow, have mercy.  
Amen.

Scripture  |  Luke 6:1-11   |  pew Bible p. 63

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon  |  “Not Just Anytime”  |  Lewis Galloway

+Hymn No. 697  |  “Take My Life”  |  stanzas 1, 2, 5, 6  |  HENDON 



Sending Forth
+Hymn No. 53  |  “O God Who Gives Us Life”  |  NOEL

+Benediction

+Benediction Response  |  “Amen”  |  John Rutter

Postlude  |  Toccata in F  |  Dietrich Buxtehude    
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Transitional Pastor
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Sanctuary Flowers
The rosebud in the Sanctuary celebrates the 
birth of Elizabeth Anne Blumenthal, daughter 
of Sara and Ethan Blumenthal, on August 30. 

If you wish to sponsor sanctuary flowers for a 
baptism, marriage, memorial/honorarium, or 
special occasion, please notify Diane Maye at 
dianenmaye@hotmail.com.  

Stewardship of Life  |  Presentation of Tithes and Offering

Offertory Anthem  |  “From All that Dwell Below the Skies”  |  Gordon Young

From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise.  Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through 
every land, by every tongue.  Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; eternal truth attends thy word.  Thy praise shall 
sound from shore to shore, till suns shall rise and set no more.  

+Doxology  |  OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye 
heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

+Prayer of Dedication



@firstprescharlotte

CONNECT WITH US!

@firstprescharlotte

CONNECT WITH US!

Welcome!
We’re so glad you’re here! Whether you are a 
member, a frequent visitor, or it’s your first 
time, keep reading for details about today’s 
worship service.

Are you new here? Please fill out a Connect 
Card, which can be found in the seatback of 
the pew in front of you, or scan the “Virtual 
Connect Card” QR code on page 2 of your 
bulletin. 

Children’s Offerings:
A nursery is available for children 
ages birth through 2 in room 
P311. During the service, children 

will be invited to participate in the Time with 
Children. Afterward, children ages 3 through 
first grade may leave for First Church and will 
return to the Sanctuary during the last hymn. 
If your child will be attending First 
Church, please scan the QR code to 
check them in using mobile check in. 

Our church is a member of the Covenant 
Network of Presbyterians, which seeks equity 
still not fully realized for LGBTQIA+ people in 
church.

Do you need support? We are a Stephen 
Ministry Congregation. Stephen Ministers are 
trained to engage in confidential, structured, 
and caring relationships with people who 
are going through a difficult period. If 
you are in a tough season and need extra 
support, email Mary Bowman (mbowman@
firstpres-charlotte.org). If you have a pastoral 
emergency outside of regular church hours, 
dial 704.927.0256 for the on-call voicemail. 
Your call will be returned promptly.

Welcome!
We’re so glad you’re here! Whether you are a 
member, a frequent visitor, or it’s your first 
time, keep reading for details about today’s 
worship service.

Are you new here? Please fill out a Connect 
Card, which can be found in the seatback of 
the pew in front of you, or scan the “Virtual 
Connect Card” QR code on page 2 of your 
bulletin. 

Children’s Offerings:
A nursery is available for children 
ages birth through 2 in room 
P311. During the service, children 

will be invited to participate in the Time with 
Children. Afterward, children ages 3 through 
first grade may leave for First Church and will 
return to the Sanctuary during the last hymn. 
If your child will be attending First 
Church, please scan the QR code to 
check them in using mobile check in. 

Our church is a member of the Covenant 
Network of Presbyterians, which seeks equity 
still not fully realized for LGBTQIA+ people in 
church.

Do you need support? We are a Stephen 
Ministry Congregation. Stephen Ministers are 
trained to engage in confidential, structured, 
and caring relationships with people who 
are going through a difficult period. If 
you are in a tough season and need extra 
support, email Mary Bowman (mbowman@
firstpres-charlotte.org). If you have a pastoral 
emergency outside of regular church hours, 
dial 704.927.0256 for the on-call voicemail. 
Your call will be returned promptly.



Interested in something you see below? 
Visit FPC.TINY.US/LINKS or scan the QR 
code to learn more, register, or take the 
next step. 

Announcements 
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Announcements 

Serve Lunch at Roof Above
September 8, 10:30 a.m., Roof Above
As we continue supporting Roof Above’s needs 
following their facility’s storm damage, FPC will 
be sponsoring another hot lunch for them, and we 
need your help to serve it up! 

Second Saturday for Service 
September 12, 9 a.m., Crisis Assistance Ministry
Bring your family and join the Local Outreach 
Committee as we help sort clothes at the free 
store. Ages 10 and over are welcome.

Contemplative Service Resumes
September 13, 9 a.m., Chapel

Youth Choir and Ivey Handbell Registration  
Rehearsals begin Sunday, September 13, before 
Youth Group. Grades 6 - 12 are welcome regardless 
of experience level. Contact kdavros@firstpres-
charlotte.org for more information. 
Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering
September 20, 12 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Enjoy lunch, fellowship, and a look at what’s ahead 
at PW’s annual kickoff event. Whether you’ve 
been involved with PW for years or have never 
participated before—you’re invited! Lunch is free, 
but registration is required. 

Westerly Hills Apple Tree
Presbyterian Women is once again sponsoring 
the Apple Tree to help teachers at Westerly Hills 
Academy get their classrooms ready for the new 
school year. Please help us provide Amazon gift 
cards so teachers can purchase supplies. 

Tutors Needed at Westerly Hills Academy
We need volunteers to tutor scholars at Westerly 
Hills Academy.

Cuba Mission Trip
January 12-17, 2027, Matanzas + Havana, Cuba
There’s no construction project, no work site—the 
mission for this trip is presence. We travel to Cuba 
to build and strengthen relationships with the 
seminary, its students, and the Cuban churches. 
Registration is open now until October 9. 

Reformation Tour
September 20 - October 2, 2027 
Join FPC Travels on a tour of Germany, Switzerland, 
and Strasbourg to learn more about the Protestant 
Reformation and its impact.  Registration opens on 
Realm September, 17 at 8:00 a.m.
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