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First Presbyterian Church

We invite you, whoever you are and whoever God is helping you to become, to join First 
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte in our journey of faith. God is love, and that love is for you. You 

belong as a child of God, and we welcome you. Come experience how that belonging might 
change you and our world as we seek to be for Christ in the heart of Charlotte.



VIRTUAL 
CONNECT 
CARD

PREPARATION

Prelude  |  Prelude on Restoration  |  Kenneth Kosche
                       Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness | Johannes Brahms

Words of Welcome  |  Anna Dickson

Chiming of the Trinity

ADORATION

Choral Call to Worship  |  LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.

+Hymn No. 415  |  “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”  |  RESTORATION
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CONFESSION

+ Please stand if you are able	

Call to Confession  |  Lucy Crain

Prayer of Confession  |  Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Beth Merrill Neel
We are so scattered, O God.
We flit from cause to cause.
We are easily distracted by the next important thing.
We dwell on yesterday and dream of tomorrow but struggle to stay present today.
Help us to be mindful of the grace and beauty that surround us right now.
Help us commit to the need that is before us right now.
Help us to think deeply, and respond generously,
as you have loved us deeply and forgiven us generously.
This we pray in Jesus’ name. 

Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

+Response to Pardon  |  Hymn No. 581  |  GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.   Amen, amen.

Are you 
interested 
in joining 
our church? 
Contact 
Jane Ives, 
Membership 
Coordinator, 
jives@firstpres-
charlotte.org.

FIRST 
CHURCH
MOBILE 
CHECK IN

The Elder 
assisting with 
the baptism 
today is Abigail 
James. The 
guest Elder 
is Helen 
Tharrington.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptism of  Miller Helen Mull
Baptism of Henry Allyn Price

+Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Children ages three through first grade may leave for First Church. They will return to the sanctuary during 
the last hymn. Older children are encouraged to stay and worship with their families.
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  |  Lucy Baum  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Stewardship of Life  |  Stewardship  |  Jonathan Stafford

Presentation of Tithes and Offering   

Offertory Anthem  |  “God of Grace and God of Glory”  |  arr. Dan Forrest

God of grace and god of glory, on your people pour your power.  Crown your ancient church’s story; bring 
its bud to glorious flower.  Grant us wisdom; grant us courage for the facing of this hour.  Lo! The hosts of evil 
round us scorn our Christ; assail his ways!  From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith 
and praise.  Grant us wisdom; grant us courage for the living of these days.  Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore; let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore.  Grant us wisdom; grant us 
courage, serving you whom we adore.  God of grace and god of glory, on your people pour your power.  
Crown your ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flower.  Grant us wisdom; grant us courage for 
the facing of this hour. Amen. 

+Doxology  |  OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; Praise God above, 
ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

+Prayer of Dedication

RESPONSE

GIVE 
ONLINE

TEXT 
TO GIVE

PRAYER
REQUESTS

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture  |  Mark 5:21-43  |  pew Bible p. 39
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem  | “Jesus Loves Me”  |  arr. Doris Nelson

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong.  They are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so.  Jesus loves me. He will stay close beside me all the way. If I love him 
when I die, he will take me home on high. Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so. 

Sermon  |  “Today”  |  Anna Dickson

+Hymn No. 819  | “Be Still, My Soul”  |  FINLANDIA

PROCLAMATION

SENDING FORTH

+Hymn No. 716  |  “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”  |  BEACH SPRING

+Benediction

+Benediction Response  |  “Amen”  |  DANISH  

Postlude  |  Variations on Beach Spring  |  Al Fedak
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ABOUT THIS SERVICE

Miller is the daughter of Jessie and Robert Mull.

Henry is the son of Mary Allyn and Jonathan Price.

If you wish to sponsor sanctuary flowers for a baptism, marriage, memorial/honorarium, or special occasion, please notify 
Diane Maye at dianenmaye@hotmail.com.  

Today’s Worship Leaders:

The Reverend Anna R. Dickson, Executive Pastor and Associate for Congregational Care
Lucy Baum, Director of Formation
The Reverend Lucy M. Crain, Associate Pastor for Outreach and Mission
William P. Young, III, Director of Music Ministries

www.firstpres-charlotte.org    |   704.332.5123   |   communications@firstpres-charlotte.org

IN LOVING MEMORY

Doris Daughtry Parker, February 9, 1934 - October 10, 2025
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CONNECT WITH US!

Welcome!
We’re so glad you decided to join us for worship today! 
Whether you are a member, a frequent visitor, or it’s 
your first time here, keep reading for details about 
today’s worship.

Are you new here? Please fill out a Connect Card, 
which can be found in the seatback of the pew in front 
of you, or scan the “Virtual Connect Card” QR code in 
the front of your bulletin. 

Children’s Offerings:
9 a.m. Service: A nursery is available 
for children ages birth through first 
grade in room P311. 

11 a.m. Service: A nursery is available for children 
ages birth through 2 in room P311. During the 
service, children will be invited to participate in the 
Time for Children, after which ages 3 through first 
grade may leave for First Church. They will return 
to the sanctuary during the last hymn.

Our church is a member of the Covenant Network 
of Presbyterians, which seeks equity still not fully 
realized for LGBTQIA+ people in church.

Do you need support? We are a Stephen Ministry 
Congregation. Stephen Ministers are trained to 
engage in confidential, structured, and caring 
relationships with people who are going through 
a difficult period. If you are in a tough season 
and need extra support, email Mary Bowman 
(mbowman@firstpres-charlotte.org).

If you have a pastoral emergency outside of regular 
church hours, dial 704.927.0256 for the on-call 
voicemail. Your call will be returned promptly.

Welcome!
We’re so glad you decided to join us for worship today! 
Whether you are a member, a frequent visitor, or it’s 
your first time here, keep reading for details about 
today’s worship.

Are you new here? Please fill out a Connect Card, 
which can be found in the seatback of the pew in front 
of you, or scan the “Virtual Connect Card” QR code in 
the front of your bulletin. 

Children’s Offerings:
9 a.m. Service: A nursery is available 
for children ages birth through first 
grade in room P311. 

11 a.m. Service: A nursery is available for children 
ages birth through 2 in room P311. During the 
service, children will be invited to participate in the 
Time for Children, after which ages 3 through first 
grade may leave for First Church. They will return 
to the sanctuary during the last hymn.

Our church is a member of the Covenant Network 
of Presbyterians, which seeks equity still not fully 
realized for LGBTQIA+ people in church.

Do you need support? We are a Stephen Ministry 
Congregation. Stephen Ministers are trained to 
engage in confidential, structured, and caring 
relationships with people who are going through 
a difficult period. If you are in a tough season 
and need extra support, email Mary Bowman 
(mbowman@firstpres-charlotte.org).

If you have a pastoral emergency outside of regular 
church hours, dial 704.927.0256 for the on-call 
voicemail. Your call will be returned promptly.



SCAN HERE TO ACCESS ALL LINKS
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
FPC.TINY.US/LINKS

SCAN HERE TO ACCESS ALL LINKS
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
FPC.TINY.US/LINKS

Announcements
Annual Giving Campaign
Pledging helps us plan ministry for next year. Every 
program, worship service, and outreach effort 
depends on pledged support. Have you made 
your 2026 pledge yet? Scan the QR code below to 
pledge online.

Flower Ministry
Today, after worship, Driveway
After the service today, our Flower Ministry Team will 
offer small bouquets made from the sanctuary flower 
arrangements. It is our hope that you will take a bouquet 
to a church member, friend, or neighbor in need of a 
visit and encouragement.

Youth Group: Small Groups
Tonight, 6 p.m., Wood Fellowship Hall
It’s time for our next installment of LIVE Theology! The 
theme of this week’s stories is Love.

Wednesday Night Dinner
October 22
Dinner is served from 5-5:45 p.m. The cost is $10 for 
ages 12 and up, $7 for ages 4-11, and children 3 and 
under are free. Scan the QR code to register and pay.

The Great Big Boo Bash
October 23, 4:30 p.m. 
Bring your little pumpkins for an evening full of bounce 
houses, games and candy prizes, free pizza, and festive 
fun. Costumes encouraged for children and adults! We 
also need volunteers to help set up, serve pizza, pass 
out candy, paint faces, clean up, and more. Shifts are 
available before, during, and after the event. Scan the 
QR code to register for the event or sign up to volunteer.

Eagle Bucks Store Needs to be Stocked!
WHA scholars are working hard every day to earn Eagle 
Bucks to spend at the school store on November 7. Can 
you help us fill the shelves? Scan the QR code to shop.

Westerly Hills Academy Fall Block Party
October 25, 12 p.m., Westerly Hills Academy
Come join the fun of the WHA Fall Block Party. We need 
help with food prep, stations, and Trunk or Treat (candy 
provided!) Scan the QR code to sign up.

Youth Halloween Social
October 26, 6 p.m., The Rheault House
A color-coded costume party, pumpkin-painting, and 
Beanboozled trivia! Scan the QR code to RSVP.
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