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VIRTUAL 
CONNECT 
CARD

PREPARATION

Prelude  |  “I Saw Three Ships”  |  Dale Wood  

Words of Welcome  |  Lorenzo Small, Sr.

Chiming of the Trinity

ADORATION

Call to Worship  
The Word was made flesh,
Alleluia, Alleluia!
and dwelt among us,
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Jesus, Son of the living God, splendor of the Father, Light eternal:
Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus, King of glory, Sun of righteousness, born of the Virgin Mary:
Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus, Wonderful Counselor, mighty God, everlasting Lord:
Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus, Prince of Peace, Shepherd of souls, perfect in holiness:
Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus, Friend of all, Protector of the poor, Treasure of the faithful:
Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus, Good Shepherd, inexhaustible Wisdom, our Way, our Truth, and our Life:
Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus, joy of the angels, and crown of all the saints:
Glory to you, O Lord! for he has been glorified! Amen.

+Hymn No. 132  |  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  |  IN DULCI JUBILO
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CONFESSION

Call to Confession  |  Pen Peery

Prayer of Confession  |  from The Book of Common Worship
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. We 
confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed 
our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and 
renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace,and live in the truth of Christ 
the Lord.

Response to Confession  |  CRADLE SONG

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray.  Bless all the 
dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

+Response to Pardon  |  GLORIA

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!

+ Please stand if you are able 
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PROCLAMATION

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture  |  Luke 2:1-20  |  pew Bible p. 56
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Music  |  “Gesu, Bambino”  |  Pietro A. Yon  |  Lillian and Dave Quackenbush, duet
When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows upon a winter night was born the child, the Christmas rose, the king 
of love and light.  The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced.  And at his blessed birth 
the stars their exultation voiced.  O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord!  Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night, that gave the world its Christmas 
rose, its king of love and light.  Let ev’ry voice acclaim his name, the grateful chorus swell.  From paradise to 
earth he came that we with him might dwell.

Sermon  |   “Big Problem, Bigger Solution”  |  Lorenzo Small, Sr.
             
+Hymn No. 145  |  “What Child Is This”  |  GREENSLEEVES

+Affirmation of Faith  |  Apostles’ Creed  |  Robert Galloway

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen

Stewardship of Life  |  Presentation of Tithes and Offering

Offertory Anthem  |   “Emmanuel”  |  Norman Hutchins  |  FUPC Praise Team

+Doxology  | REGENT SQUARE
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, evermore your voices raising to the 
eternal Three in One: come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king!

+Prayer of Dedication

RESPONSE

PRAYER
REQUESTS

The  nursery and 
First Church are 

not available 
today. Children 

are invited to 
worship with 
their parents. 

The nursery and 
First Church 
will resume 

January 8.

GIVE 
ONLINE

TEXT 
TO GIVE



SENDING FORTH

+Hymn No. 136  |   “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  |  GO TELL IT

+Benediction

Postlude  |  “Angels from the Realms”  |  Stephen Kemp
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about the cover art | artist’s statement

“Through Him, All Things”
Inspired by John 1:1-14  |  Block print with oil-based ink over gouache painting

In John’s cosmic, mysterious creation narrative, the description of the “Word” that particularly 
sparked my imagination was in verses 3 and 4: “All things came into being through him ... 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.” How does one imagine a concept so 
abstract and consequential to the Christian tradition? I find myself asking this question a lot. 
The words of the text themselves stretch to their limits while attempting to encapsulate
the breadth of who Jesus is.

As I considered visual metaphors that might illuminate this text, I thought about a prism.1 I 
remember the first time I used this seemingly magical, transparent stone. I held it to the light, 
which I could not see, and to my surprise the light was broken down into the vibrant colors of 
a rainbow. It was natural for me to think the stone was creating something that wasn’t there, 
but this medium revealed the complex truth that light is in fact made up of all the colors in 
existence.

In my image, Jesus is a prism. The light that is life that comes from the Creator shines through 
Jesus, and it is through him that we can see the fullness and beauty of who God is. It is through 
him that all of Creation came into being. I decided to paint the colors of the rainbow in the 
order I learned as a child: ROYGBIV.2  It was when picking paints that I realized there are seven 
colors in a simplified rainbow, and there are also seven days of Creation. In this block carving,
each of the days of Creation is referenced through simplified patterning in each of the colors 
of the rainbow. It is through Christ that all things came into being, and it is through him that we 
experience the abounding saturation of God, who chose to dwell among us.

—Lauren Wright Pittman

1 I realized when creating this image that I was subconsciously inspired by an image by iconographer Kelly Latimore called “Christ 
the Light.” In Latimore’s image, Jesus is the light, and the Holy Spirit is the prism. I’m grateful for his influence and hope you will also 
check out his work: kellylatimore.pixels.com.

2  An acronym for the order of hues in the rainbow: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet.



CHURCHWIDE

Poinsettias may be taken after the Christmas Day 
service.

Do you need support during the holidays? 
Our Stephen Ministers are trained to listen 
compassionately without judgment. | Request a Stephen 
Minister: adickson@firstpres-charlotte.org

Pastor on call – If you have a pastoral emergency outside 
of regular church hours, dial 704.927.0256 
for the on-call voicemail. Your call will be returned 
promptly.

ADULTS

What do we believe? Passages Class, January 8-29, 
9:45 a.m., S203 and Zoom - The Presbyterian Church’s 
creeds and confessions. | More info:  fpc.tiny.us/
passagessundayclass

YOUTH

Montreat Worship and Music Conference 
Registration, Begins January 1 -  Open to  grades 
3-12, with early-bird pricing until January 31. | Contact: 
coverbey@firstpres-charlotte.org

Montreat Youth Conference Registration, Begins 
January 8 - Open to all youth in grades 8-12!

Youth Council Meeting, January 8, 5 p.m., Youth Corner 
Middle and High School Youth Councils will meet before 
PYC that evening.

Epiphany PYC, January 8, 6 p.m., Wood Fellowship Hall 
Join us for Epiphany PYC and Shrinky Dink PYC to start the 
new year!
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CHILDREN

Registration for Montreat Worship and Music 
Conference, Begins January 1 - Open to  grades 3-12, with 
early-bird pricing until January 31. | Contact: coverbey@
firstpres-charlotte.org

Children’s Choirs and Handbells, Resumes January 11, 
6 p.m. - Rehearsals for TK-5th grade begins at 6 p.m. with 
dinner available to purchase beginning at 5:15. | Contact: 
coverbey@firstpres-charlotte.org | Register: fpc.tiny.us/
choir22

OUTREACH & ADVOCACY

Room In The Inn, Monday nights, FPC
Your help is needed to provide hospitality to eight 
unsheltered neighbors every Monday night starting 
December 5.  | Contact: fbryan@firstpres-charlotte.org

Faith in Housing, January 22, 12 p.m., WFH - Learn how 
the local faith community is addressing the affordable 
housing crisis. Hear from DreamKey Partners, Give 
Impact, Ascent Housing, and the Presbytery on 
creative solutions happening in Charlotte. | Register: 
fpc.tiny.us/3sw5u2de
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 26
CHURCH CLOSED 
Room in the Inn, 5 p.m., FBDR

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27
CHURCH CLOSED

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28
Church building closed - All staff working remotely 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29
Church building closed - All staff working remotely 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
Church building closed - All staff working remotely 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1
Worship, 11 a.m., Sanctuary

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

VIEW THE CHURCH 
CALENDAR

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHARLOTTE

New! Contemplative Service

Sundays beginning January 8 | 9-9:40 a.m. | Chapel

The contemplative service at First Presbyterian 
Church creates time and space to experience 
God in different ways. This service follows a similar 
order of worship as our 11 a.m. service but is more 
intimate and experiential. The service will be 
unique each week. It may incorporate elements of 
silence, reflective prayer, music, and/or meditation. 
Communion will be served each week. We invite you 
to try this new service and find a space of calm and 
centering in your busy life. 

More information is available in the Welcome Center.                                   
| Questions: mbowman@firstpres-charlotte.org



Subscribe to our newsletter 
at fpc.tiny.us/news

@firstprescharlotte

CONNECT WITH US!

First Presbyterian Church
200 W Trade Street

Charlotte, NC 28202

704.332.5123

firstpres-charlotte.org


