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CELEBRATING WILLIE ATKINS
In 1973, First Presbyterian
had the honor of hiring
Willie Atkins. Throughout
the years he has served the
church and its members
in many ways: room setups, facility and vehicle
maintenance, policing of
grounds, opening and
locking up the facility,
and changing the many
light bulbs on the large
campus – including those in the sanctuary chandeliers.
Just hearing “48 years of service” demonstrates a
dedication to the church, but it doesn’t begin to summarize
his dedication to the members. Ask anyone about Willie
and they will tell you of his many wonderful qualities – he
is kind, friendly, dependable, loyal, hardworking; and he
has heart for helping others. The Rev. Dr. William Wood
stated, “Willie Atkins is deeply loved by the ministers and
members of First Presbyterian Church. He is not only a
member of the staff, he is also a minister in his own right.”
Beyond his love for the church, Willie has a great love
for landscaping, and his thriving yard service business is
evidence of this. Willie plans to spend more of his time
focusing on this passion once he retires. “Landscaping is
one of the reasons I’m retiring. I hope to have some time
to vacation and travel a bit, but I won’t forget about my
work.” In true Willie fashion, he even mentioned coming
back to help on occasion. “As a matter of fact, if they need
me sometime I’ll come back. I’ll come back and volunteer
or help if they need somebody.”
In the last 48 years, the church and city have changed,
but one thing has remained constant: Willie’s love for
First Presbyterian and its members. Read more about
Willie’s impact on members’ lives and some of his favorite
memories at fpc.tiny.us/willieatkins.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Please join us throughout Holy Week for services and
events listed in the Upcoming Events section.

OUTREACH

LAKEVIEW NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
As the new strategy for local outreach unfolds, we
are excited to explore multi-year, multi-generational
gifts in the targeted zip code of 28208. This Charlotte
neighborhood has long been a focus for First Presbyterian
where volunteers have dedicated many hours in support
of education, particularly with Westerly Hills Academy.
Now we are deepening our relationships with selected
organizations who are “on the ground” in this area
and who are providing holistic, multi-generational
approaches to understanding and addressing the needs
of their residents.
One such partner, Lakeview Neighborhood Alliance
(LNA), is new to FPC, but has been hard at work within the
28208 zip code serving over 1,200 residents annually.
The mission of LNA is to engage Lakeview community
members by connecting them to resources and
opportunities while advocating for the neighborhood’s
growth and renewal. LNA aims to cultivate strong
community leadership and develop programming for
youth, families, and senior citizens. It seeks to create
a safe and beautiful environment for residents to thrive
(Continued on Page 2)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

LAKEWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD (CONTINUED)
and position themselves for upward economic mobility. Volunteer
opportunities are available with LNA’s Peer Learning Program.
Contact Flo Bryan at fbryan@firstpres-charlotte.org for more
information.

April 2022
6

Children’s Musical

5:30 p.m. – Dinner
6:30 p.m. – Musical
Wood Fellowship Hall

8

Easter Egg Hunt

5-6:30 p.m.
Front Lawn

10

Haiti Mission Update

9 a.m. – Coffee & Donuts
10 a.m. – Sunday School
Room S202

Palm Sunday
Worship

11 a.m.
Wood Fellowship Hall
and Livestream

14

Maundy Thursday
Tenebrae Service

7:30 p.m.
Wood Fellowship Hall
and Livestream

17

Community
Sunrise Service

7 a.m.
Romare Bearden Park

Traditional Easter
Worship and
Flowering of the
Cross

11 a.m.
Wood Fellowship Hall
and Livestream

18

Church Closed

Easter Holiday

21

Plowshares Book
Discussion

6:30-8 p.m.
Zoom

24

Youth and
Confirmation
Sunday

11 a.m.
Wood Fellowship Hall
and Livestream

29

PW Spring
Retreat

April 29-May 1
Kanuga Conference
Center

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE OF PLAY
Mindfulness in Lent often looks a little different for children than
it does for adults. Adults may choose to begin their day with a
meditative reading or embrace a daily walk. Children are at the
mercy of caregivers as to how they spend their time. That is why
the church has a special offering for the spiritual practice of play
each week throughout the season. What is the spiritual practice
of play? It is unscheduled, unprogrammed free time in a safe and
creative environment for unbridled joy. We believe that an hour
of time outside is a wonderful way to connect with God. Children
are invited to play at the front playground Wednesday afternoons
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. and after worship until 12:30 p.m. with their
church friends. Parents may find that the conversations on the
benches can be refreshing too. Children of all ages are invited!

SUNDAY SCHOOL

SPRING CLASSES
Haiti Mission Update
April 10, 9 a.m., Room S202
Join Actionnel Fleurisma and Ewo Executive Director Melissa
Hoffman for coffee and donuts at 9 a.m., followed by updates
on the school in Bayonnais and student sponsorship program at
10 a.m.
Rotating Topics
April 24 - May 15, 10 a.m., Room S202 and Zoom
This class will focus on the book of Ruth, the Lord’s Prayer, and
other prayers of the Bible. For more information, visit
fpc.tiny.us/adultclasses.

May 2022
5

PW Birthday Dinner

5:30 p.m.
Wood Fellowship Hall

15

Youth Summer
Kickoff

7 p.m.
Porter’s House

Outreach Lunch and
Walking Tour of
Forgotten Brooklyn

12:15 p.m.
Location: TBA
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